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The Weber Family…
Where in the USA are the Webers? Sarah finished work at the end of March!  Then we headed east for our 4 month pre-field ministry excursion to visit churches in OH/PA/NY and FL.  This eastern phase of pre-field began with a great start in Meadville, PA with a week-long missions conference at our home church, Calvary Baptist.  With Meadville as our home base, we help Jonathan’s parents during the week and head out to churches on the weekend for presentations.  For a detailed schedule, please visit our website, www.weberministries.com. 
What is Warren up to now?  Quickly coming up to his 2nd birthday, Warren continues to smile lots and make other smile as well as he chatters away with a growing vocabulary.  He loves to be outside--especially to help Oma & Opa on the farm with frequent visits to the barn to feed the cows and ride the tractor.
How close are the Webers to moving to Belgium?  Great progress is being made:  1) The EBM Administrative Committee officially cleared us to open the field of Belgium, 2) The EBM Board officially approved a partnership with the Belgian Evangelical Mission as the first phase of ministry in Belgium, 3) The Lord has blessed us with commitments for  25% of our needed $5,200 monthly support, AND 4) We are actively visiting churches in search of partnering churches and individuals who will supply the remaining 75% so we can move to Belgium in December 2005 to begin language school in January 2006. 

Partnering with Belgians…
Who will the Webers partner with in Belgium?  We will work closely with church planters in Belgium who are with the Belgian Evangelical Mission (BEM).  BEM will make recommendations on which couple and church plant this will be, yet we truly desire to work with Willy & Sue Tops at a church planting post in Nieuwerkerken (a small town just 6 km north of St. Truiden-the town where I lived as an exchange student!).
What is the Belgian Evangelical Mission (BEM)?  BEM is a Belgian mission agency founded in 1919 by a British couple who became passionate about the people of Belgium during WW I.  Since its inception, BEM has been active in seeing about 100 evangelical churches established through the labors of a team of missionaries committed to building Christ’s church in Belgium.  BEM’s vision is to reach everyone in Belgium with the Gospel by evangelizing every generation and people group, planting churches in every city and town and inspiring the evangelical community through church planting strategies and contemporary tools to spread the gospel and distribute the Bible and Christian literature.  For more information, visit www.b-e-m.org.
What progress is being made in developing a partnership with the Belgian Evangelical Mission?  Our sending church has directed us to pursue this partnering relationship.  Don Marshall, our regional coordinator, has worked very hard to work out the specifics.  In early April, the EBM board approved a formal partnership between EBM and BEM.  Soon, the necessary paperwork will be signed and everything will be in place for us to enter Belgium as EBM missionaries who will work in partnership with BEM missionaries to see churches planted and matured in Belgium.
to Equip Belgians…
What language will the Webers need to learn?  Because of our passion for the people of Flanders, we plan to minister primarily in the Northern part of Belgium to Flemish speaking Belgians.  Therefore, Flemish will be the first language learned.  Yet, a future language acquisition goal is certainly to learn French as well. 

How will the Webers learn Flemish?  We have obtained a self-study Flemish course (textbook & DVDs) through which we are actively studying.  Upon arrival in Belgium, we will begin study at a university sponsored language school in the city of Leuven for one year of intensive classroom study.
How will the Webers learn Belgian culture so they can minister effectively?  The Belgian Evangelical Mission will arrange a two year cultural internship in which we will be paired with a veteran Belgian missionary to assist them in their church planting ministry and to learn about the Belgian culture while actively ministering to Belgians.
to Reach the World…
Do Belgian people really have a spiritual need?  In a recent editorial for BEM, Wilfred Goosens wrote:  “If we forget for one moment that most Belgians are living without Christ, without hope, without God in this world, then, yes, everything goes well in Belgium, at least that is what our government is saying. The crime rate seems to decrease; trust in the economy is back to normal; the purchasing power is increasing… and if we listen to some of our politics, the positive list is much longer. But we easily forget about the spiritual situation in Belgium. Church attendance continues to decrease. Only 10% of Catholics go to church. Protestants/Evangelicals represent a very small minority of about 1.5%. The Bible is more a thing to have than a source of inspiration for one’s life. Moreover what you believe in is not so important anymore, just as long as you believe. The worst is that Belgians don’t even think this is serious because, after all, if we overlook spirituality, everything is going rather well in Belgium…”  (http://www.b-e-m.org/index.php?lang=en)
The Weber Family Praise & Prayer…
Why are the Webers praising God to glorify Him?  
· Recent developments in the partnering agreement with BEM which are paving the way for entry into Belgium

· Safety in pre-field ministry travel with visits to many churches and a full schedule of many more to visit
· Opportunity to be in the Eastern USA to visit many friends, relatives and future partnering churches

· Commitments for 25% of our needed monthly support

What requests are the Webers sharing with God in their prayers?
NOTE:  Access a downloadable prayer prompter at www.weberministries.com/Prayer Prompter_Apr 2005.doc 
· That we learn much at EBM’s Missionary Training Institute 02-07 May 2005 in Hillsboro, IN
· That we learn our Flemish grammar well and remember our Flemish vocabulary
· That we prepare effectively for 3 weeks of VBS ministry (13-17 June in Meadville, PA; 20-24 June in Tipton, PA; and 11-15 July in Brooksville, FL)
· That we accomplish our pre-field ministry goals and glorify God in our ministry in local churches
· That we trust God for His provision of 1) strength, 2) boldness in our witness, 3) pre-field ministry opportunities, 4) 100% of monthly support ($5,200) from partnering churches & individuals, and 4)  privilege to move to Belgium by December 2005 to begin language school in January 2006
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